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RECENT EVENTS

UPDATE FROM PIPPA,
HOMELINK’S SERVICE MANAGER
April’s Homelessness Reduction Act has
resulted in a lengthened and more complex
process for referral of loan clients to us for
interview.
We have an average of 20
referrals a month, which is slightly lower
than last year’s record applications.
However, we are now giving grants for
emergency accommodation to an increasing
number of new releases from HMP Lewes.
We are delighted that all those who then
progress, with our help,
into long-term
housing are consequently in full-time work
and thus far less likely to reoffend.
Successful HOMELINK applicants on
benefits are finding it harder than ever to
persuade letting agents and landlords to
offer them viewings, let alone a tenancy.
Although many agents have abolished
additional holding fees, many are asking
impossibly high guarantor requirements. As
Universal Credit Full Service rolls out across
the District this autumn, there is very
welcome news: it includes a new (UC47)
mechanism whereby housing benefit can
once again be paid direct to landlords.
Arrears and evictions should decrease in the
longer-term and we are working hard to
improve awareness of it and landlords’
confidence to apply for it. For those who
persevere, tenancies are achievable and we
are reaching our target of 8 tenancies per
month.
Recent testimonials to the value of our
help:

HOMELINK’S ANNUAL MEETING
at Denton Island Community Centre, Newhaven.
As well as reports from
HOMELINK,
C l l r Ro n
Maskell, Cabinet Member
for Housing on Lewes
District Council, spoke
about new homes already
delivered, innovative plans
for more homes, and
working with Eastbourne.
Andy Chequers, Head of Homes First, explained the new
legislation and how rough sleeping has increased. He
noted that the Council is grateful to partner agencies
such as HOMELINK.
Coffee Morning in Ringmer

It was a sunny day with wonderful views of the South
Downs. Many people, from all across the District, came
along to enjoy the garden and the lovely cake and
coffee. A Bring and Buy stall had something for everyone
and the raffle rounded off a delightful morning.

“Homelink were literally my saviours and are an
essential part of our community” (P.L.)

20 YEARS OF HELPING INTO HOUSING

“You have given my son his dignity and
independence back” (G.K.)

In 2019, HOMELINK will complete 20 years of helping
people to obtain tenancies in the private rented sector.
Some amazing celebratory events are planned - see
overleaf for a quick preview.

“Homelink is run with the professionalism of a
business and the heart of a charity” (S.W.)
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A Message from our Chair
Dear Friends,
Many, many thanks to all of you for the financial and/or
practical help and support that you give to HOMELINK.
The Management Committee and the Trustees find this
very encouraging.
This year we’ve been very pleased to welcome Pippa as
our Service Manager.
Working for HOMELINK is quite a
challenge, and she has risen brilliantly to it.
It’s 20 years next year since HOMELINK’s first tenancy!
You will all be invited to a very special thanksgiving and
celebration time on 18th May and to other events (see
‘Dates for your diary’).

HOMELINK needs people to:
tell everyone about the
work of HOMELINK and
encourage their support. See
our website for downloadable resources.
Thank you!!
HOMELINK needs Prayer.

Very best wishes to you all, Joan

Many thanks to Cllr Gauntlett, Chair of LDC, for promoting 'Unsung
Heroes'. We nominated Ethane Ashling-Perry and Neil and Linda Fisher for
2018. They all work hard behind the scenes to keep HOMELINK going.

A Message from our Treasurer

69

Writing towards the end of September, this is the
number of new loans made so far this year to help
tenants with the initial costs of moving into rented
property in our area. The cost: £100,000.

27

This is the number of one-off grants made to
people needing accommodation in our area. For
some, it helped to provide essential furniture or
carpeting for a new home. For many, it afforded a
place to stay for a short time at a stressful time of
their lives. The cost: £7,000.
THANK YOU to everyone whose generous donations to
HOMELINK have made all this possible, John

A Message from our D. P. Officer
This year we have focussed on ensuring that we
comply with the new data protection regulations. This
has involved reviewing the data that we hold about our
tenants and supporters to confirm that we hold no
more information than is necessary and that we keep it
up to date and secure. Our updated Data Privacy
statement will be available soon, via the website.
Best wishes, Jane

Give thanks that HOMELINK has
been able to give so much help
and has grown so much over the
last 20 years and pray for all who
are receiving help. Give thanks
for the time and money given by
our supporters and pray that we
may use our finances wisely and
well, while showing compassion
for the needy.
Ask for God’s
blessing on the work of all
involved in HOMELINK and
especially Pippa. Please pray for
God’s guidance as we and our
applicants face many challenges
in the future.

Ashdown Singers
Christmas Concert
The annual concert is at the church
of St Thomas More in Seaford on
Sunday 2nd December at 3 pm.
It is one of the best ways to prepare
for Christmas. Retiring collection.
Coffee and mince pies afterwards.
2019
Saturday 18th May at 5.15 pm
Celebration with Annual Meeting
Saturday 20th July
Open Garden in Bishopstone
November
Concert at Glyndebourne
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